Foundations of Technology 
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Krantz

Course Description:  In this course students will learn the basic framework of technology. Students will learn what technology is, how it is used, and how it impacts our lives.  The course work will involve many opportunities for students to analyze processes and build design solutions first hand.
Graded Activities

The following is an example of projects and assignments that typically are included in this course (some items may not be covered while others may be added depending on the time available and the interest of the class):
Checking up on History


-Examining previous inventions and dated technology

Technology in our School


-Paper on how technology in our school has changed

Bridges of Our Future 


-Students become the engineers of model bridges

Building to touch the clouds 


-Design building to be of extreme height and to withstand elements
Rubbish Materials

-Designing new building materials and testing their features

Decatur Corp.


-Activity on big industry manufacturing 

What is a Computer?


-Electronic circuits and controls

Small Motors Big Power


-Designing using gears 

Frigate Frenzy

-Cargo ship to sail the seas

Read All About It


-Desktop publishing and Communication

Mmmm… Toast in the Morning

-Thermal technology and practical uses

Grading 


Work will be graded using rubrics given before each hands-on project is started.  Grading will reflect the work that is turned in verses the expectations outlined in the rubrics.  Grades will also include class participation and grades linked to student’s abilities to work in groups.  Aside from projects there will be short quizzes and unit tests as material is covered.  Grades will be figured using points system.  The total points earned divided by the total points possible to receive a percent.   Bellow is the grading scale for the final grades and marking periods.  

90-100%
A
80-89%
B

70-79%
C

60-69%
D

0-59%
F

**You are encouraged to keep track of your grades**

Using Time Wisely


There will be time when students finish a project before the time given expires. Other times students may feel they need more time to complete an assignment. This is not free time to socialize.  Manage time accordingly!  

If you finish early:

Review your results and reflect.
Clean up your work area.
Give assistance to fellow students.
Do any extra credit opportunities. 

Organize your folder.
Read for enrichment.
Internet Use

There will be many times during the class in which you will be using the internet for research.  These are the only times students should be online and on appropriate sites.  Failure to do so will result in subtraction of 5 points, from their final points, each time the students are found on non-work related sites. After 15 total points are subtracted their will be a call home, after 30 an office referral. 
Class Rules
Mr. Krantz

1) Be on Time

-In your seat when the bell rings

2) Be Prepared


-Pencil, paper and folder every day

3) Be Respectful


-Remain in your seat until excused to work


- Pay attention… NO SLEEP OR HEADS DOWN


-No food or drink 

-No foul language


-Do not leave room without pass


-Raise your hand


-Clean up after yourself


-Do not gather at the door

4) Be Responsible


-Work on assigned work during class


-Turn in assignments on time


-Take notes when needed


-Study for test and quizzes
Foundation of Technology

Classroom Contract

Mr. Krantz


By reading and signing below, I agree to abide by the school rules as well as the expectations of Mr. Krantz. I understand that the rules were developed to maintain a safe working environment while in the technology classroom

-I understand that all school rules listed in the student handbook apply at all times in the technology classroom.

-I will respect other students and their work. I will respect school equipment and property.

-I will use the computer and internet only for class related work and understand the rules and regulations set in the student handbook for its use.  

-I am responsible for my behavior and I will behave in a safe manner at all times.  I will not horse play because it creates an unsafe environment 

-I will wear safety glasses and any other safety equipment if it is required for that project.
-I will follow the safety rules demonstrated by Mr. Krantz for any tool or machine used in the classroom.
I have read and agree to follow the rules listed above. I understand that I may be removed from this class if I fail to act responsibly and safely at all times.
______________________________________



____________

                     Student Signature





        Date

Parents,


Please read the classroom contract above and discuss the importance of safe behavior with your child.  Encourage him or her to be safe at all times.  The only way for everyone to have fun and learn about technology is for everyone to act responsible. By taking this responsibility seriously we can all have a great semester and learn. Please sign below to indicate that you have read this form, the classroom rules and the syllabus with your child.  

Respectfully, 

Mr. Krantz-Technology Teacher

_________________________________________



____________



Parent Signature





        Date
